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children working in industry,1 other papers complain of
bad attendance,2 and neglect on the part of education
departments to provide facilities.3

In the country the difficulties in the way of continuation
schools are more formidable than hi the city, but a gallant
effort has been made to organise evening schools for peasant
youth. In the autumn of 1944, by Government decree,
4,000 schools were formed in country districts. In these
350,000 young collective farm workers, many of whom
left school at 14, continued their schooling. They meet
five times a week for four hours at a time and the course
lasts for six months; after which there are examinations
and the award of certificates.4 These opportunities
4 wpre accepted with great joy ' by collective farm children.5
Although they were introduced as a war measure it was
recently stated that now the war is over, these evening
schools are being extended.6

One of the difficulties in rural education in Russia is the
shortage of teachers and the varied and irrelevant duties
they are called upon to perform. In 1945 the press
complained that in a village near Odessa brigades or
collective farms, containing persons with secondary' educa-
tion, send for the teacher to read newspapers to them
instead of doing it themselves.7 To meet the urgent need
for village teachers the Government has recently (1946)
instituted 6 llth pedagogical classes* in schools, which
provide one year of pupil-teacher training.8

To sum up: the culmination of secondary education is

1  Pravda, 18.11.44.   This is a striking increase over the figures for
1943-44.   Kom. Pravda, 1.6.44, reports that in 1943 only 150,000
children  attended  night  schools  in   the   1,005  night schools in
R.S.F.S.R.   The numbers for 1946-47 are 300,000.   Kom< Pravda*
6.8.46.

2  Kom. Pravda, 13.3,45.        3 Ibid., 19.9.44.

4 Socialist Agric., 30.9.44.               5 Kom. Pravda, 1.11.44.

6  Kom, Pravda, 13.10.45.

7  Izvestiya, 24.10.45.   Letter from Mikhail Shevchuk.

8  Pravda, 15.9.46.
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